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The Guy Family of Buderim.
by Bill Lavarack and Helene Cronin OAM

This Occasional Paper will cover the first two generations of the Guy family in Australia.

In 1869 William Fryar the Government Surveyor, led a party to survey the Buderim plateau into
blocks available for selection. One of the survey party was the 28 year old William Henry Guy who
had arrived in Australia a few years previously.

William’s father, Robert Guy (circa 1798 — 1872) was an English timber merchant who lived in
Writtle, Essex. In 1830 he married Justina Stubbs (1802 — 1848). Their son William Henry was
born in 1841 at Regent's Park, London, and spent a part of his boyhood in Italy. As an adventurous
young man, he served with Garibaldi during his march to Rome, along with other young
Englishmen

At the age of 22 William Henry Guy sailed for the colonies to
try his luck on the newly discovered goldfields at Ballarat.
After meeting with partial success, he made his way to Sydney
and gained a position in the Survey Department. He was then
transferred to Queensland, where he joined surveyor William
Fryar who, in 1869, was engaged in opening up the little known
South Queensland country.  The rich red soil and prolific
vegetation of the Buderim plateau impressed William Henry
who, seeing its potential for farming, selected a block, only the
second selected on Buderim after Joseph Dixon. Guy’s block,
which cost him £11 15s, was 210 acres in size. Of these 30
acres were designated ‘homestead agricultural land’ and 60
acres as ‘pastoral land’. William Henry built a slab hut near the
present Tulip Lane.

William Henry Guy in later life




This, with many improvements, was to be the Guy family home until the 1890s when the family

home ‘Calrossie’ was built. He cleared the land
and initially grew sugar cane, like virtually all
the other Buderim selectors. In 1876 William
was issued with a Deed of Grant on his land as
he had met the requirement of improving the
land.

A visitor to Buderim in the 1930s wrote of his
interview with William Guy then in his late
1880s:

Two Notabilities.
Early Days Recalled

1 was assistant to Mr. William Fryar, the
surveyor for a long time,” he remarked ‘and one
of my first jobs was to help him to survey
Redland Bay. I carne to Queensland when I was
23 years of age,’ said Mr. Guy, in reply to a
question ‘The vessel in which 1 arrived was the
Queen of the South. She was the first to have a
condenser for providing fresh water while on the
voyage. 1 did a bit of dealing up and down the
rivers, and at the beginning of the seventies [
came here with Mr. Fryar. At that time there
was nothing in the district but virgin scrub. [

LAND SELECTIONS.

TrE commissioner for the Moreton distriet
his usual monthly court st the Brisbane

-oifive All the aspplications

'were accept -Hln'l'n—

HOMESTEADS.—AGRICTULTWERAL LAND,
James Downman, 88 acres, Mackensie.
James Neiloon, 58 acres, Mackensio.
Robert Bell, 80 acres, Canning.

He:ry Dunn, 40 seres, Logsa.

John Caton, 20 seres, Canning.

Willism Henry Guy, 20 acres, Canning.

Albert Holder, 10 seres, Cmin;

Robert Porter, 20 seres, Logan.

William llma_ Payue, 50 acres, Canning.
Kropp, 10 acres, Canning.

PASTORAL LAND,

Henry Dunn, 80 acres, Logan.

Henrich Otte, 45 acres, Canning.

Detlel Merzrath, 45 acres, Canni

James Macionald, 118 acres, Tam Lnrun.

John Caton, 80 scres, Canning.

William Henry Guy, 60 acres, Canning.

Albert Holder, 30 acres, Canping.

Robert Porter, 70 acres, Logan.

Willism Henry Payne, 90 acres, Canning.

Christian F. W. Kropp, 110 scres, Canning.
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began supplying Cobb and Co with fodder, taking it by pack horse to their camp which was where

Woombye now is.

I went to Blackall for a time, then I selected the place where I am now. There

were 80 acres of it then, but I have since cut up a lot of it among various members of my family.’
Mr. Guy has five sons and one daughter all of whom are residents of the district.'

Susan Ferguson Guy, nee
Hamilton.

Before selecting land on Buderim, as a part of his work with
surveyor Fryar, William had been at ‘Calrossie’ station owned
by grazier Robert Hamilton in the Upper Burnett area. There
he met Susan Ferguson Hamilton (1853-1937). In 1877 he
returned to ‘Calrossie’ and there William Henry Guy married
Susan Ferguson Hamilton on 28 August. Family legend tells
us that it took the newly married couple more than a week on
horseback to travel the 300 miles (480 km) to Buderim and
that Susan was not overly impressed with what she found
when they got there.

But things worked out well and, over the next 13 years, they
had five sons and a daughter: Jestina Catherine Guy (1878-
1942); Robert Hamilton Guy (1880-1933); William James Guy

(1882-1963); Cyril John Guy (1887-1961); Herbert Henry Simpson Guy (1888-19052), Harold

Oscar Guy (1891-1970).

William Henry Guy, like other Buderim farmers, cleared the land, planted sugar cane, planted crops
and grazed cattle. By the late 1880s there were about 17 Buderim farmers and most, including the
Guys, were doing well. After dis-satisfaction with the existing Dixon—Fielding mill, a second sugar

" The Brisbane Courier, 7 December, 1926, page 6, Two Notabilities.
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mill was established in 1882 on Buderim near site of the present post office. William Guy, along
with several other famers, supported the new venture by becoming shareholders.

However, there was a slump in the price of sugar and the return to the mill fell disastrously. The
new mill closed in 1890 and William Guy, as a shareholder/guarantor, was forced to sell land to
meet his obligations. Fortunately for
him his father-in-law, Robert Hamilton,
purchased the farm and he was able to
continue farming. In 1895 Hamilton
subdivided his newly acquired Buderim
land and gave three quarters of the land
to his daughter Susan Guy and the
remainder to his other daughter Mary
Keswick Burnett who had married
another Buderim pioneer Henry
Octavus  Burnett and lived at
Maroochydore.

About this time (there is some doubt
about the date) William and Susan Guy
built a new house which they named
‘Calrossie’. It still stands on the
present Guy Avenue. The house was
built from locally pit-sawn beech and
hoop pine and stood on one of the
higher points of the plateau. Initially it
had a design typical of the period with a
central corridor with five rooms, a
detached kitchen and a verandah all
round. It was originally on low stumps.
Since then, it has been elevated onto
tall stumps and extended.

standing: Bert, Bob, Jessie, Jim, Cyril. From left sitting: William, Harold and
Susan.




Photographed in 1927 by Clarence Blakey.

In the latter days of 1890s and early 1900s tennis was a favourite pastime of the early settlers and
Guys had a lawn court. Tennis parties at Guys were a feature of Buderim social life. Jim Guy,
Harold Guy, Cyril Guy and Jestina Guy are all mentioned as tennis players.

The Buderim Mountaineers
Tennis Club 1908.

Back row: Emma Burnett,
Stan Townsend, Agnes
Wordie, Len Fielding, May
Lindsay, Jim Guy.

Middle row: Elsie Atkinson,
Ivy Bell, Clarice Bates,
Flossie = Sawrey, Lizzie
Jones, Miss Neil.

Front row: Syd. Bates, Bill
Bell, Arch Lindsay, Harold
Guy. (Photo. BHS)

WILLIAM HERRY: 1 SUSAN FERGUSON William Henry Guy died on 20 January 1936 at Gneering
Guy, Guy. Cottage, Maroochydore at the age of 95.
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Susan Ferguson Guy died in 1937 aged 84.

ACED 96 VEARS AGLD B3 YEARS

' ‘-’%L Both were buried in the Buderim Cemetery.




The stories of the six Guy children follow:

Jestina Catherine Parker (1878-1942). ERSREEIMGAAT

Known by most as ‘Jessie’, Jestina the first
born, was the first white female born on
Buderim.  She met Bill Parker who was in
charge of the work on the new tramway
which crossed Guy’s land, and they were
married in 1914. Soon after they moved to a
farm at Tingoora near Kingaroy. They
brought peanuts from Buderim and were
involved in the start of the peanut industry in
Kingaroy. However, due to bad seasons, the
farm failed. They returned to Buderim where
William Guy set them back on their feet by
giving them land. From Buderim, Bill and
Jessie moved down Mooloolaba Road to a block adjacent to the Cemetery, then eventually to
Maroochydore. At one stage they were the biggest landholders there with their 400 acre dairy along
the south side of Aerodrome Road. They had four girls Maud, Mary, Ella and Rose. Maud Street
in Maroochydore was named after their eldest daughter.

Jessie Parker (nee Guy) at her father’s farm 'Calrossie’ )

Robert Hamilton Guy (1880-1933) was the oldest son of William and Susan, His obituary was

published in the Courier Mail, 25 October 1933:
On leaving school he joined his grandfather, the late Mr. Robert Hamilton, of ‘Calrossie’
Station, in the Burnett district, and later joined his uncles, Messrs. R. and J. Hamilton, of
‘Rockybar’, and ‘Redbank’ stations, where he had a wide and varied experience and
achieved the distinction of being one of the best cattlemen in this State. Later he took up
droving, moving large mobs of cattle from the Gulf country to Charleville and Maree.
Messrs. Gibson Bros., of ‘Leura’, near Rockhampton, appointed him manager of their
station, and on his severing his connection with ‘Leura’ he was appointed manager of
‘Thornhill’ station, at Lowmead . .. Thornhill was purchased in 1924 by Messrs. Borthwick
and Sons, who secured the services of the late Mr. Guy as cattle buyer. He carried out those
duties until 1931, when he again took over the management of Thornhill. He is survived by
his widow (who was formerly Miss Elsie Pope of Buderim), his parents Mr. and Mrs. W. H.
Guy of Buderim, one sister, Mrs. W. Parker (Buderim), and four brothers ...

He died on 16 October 1933 in Bundaberg.

William James (1882-1961). Jim farmed the family farm and managed it when his father grew
older. He married Constance Mary Kidd (1894-1974) who was the daughter of Thomas and
Hannah Kidd from Ilkley. Connie came to Buderim to work in Ernest Middleton’s store after
training as a dressmaker and milliner in Brisbane. Jim Guy and Connie Kidd were married in
September 1921 in Nambour. She worked as a freelance dressmaker and milliner in Buderim,
before marrying Jim. Jim was a farmer and timber worker in the Buderim area.

He was active in Buderim sporting circles, playing in the cricket team and on the tennis court and
was a member of the Mooloolaba Lifesaving Club. He was an accomplished button accordion
player. He had a launch, the Doreen, on which he took people on recreational trips to Dunethin
Rock on the Maroochy River. Jim and Connie had two children Randal James (b. 1923) and Ivan
William (1925-2004). William’s long association with Buderim saw three local roads named after
him — Guy Avenue, Willguy Crescent and William Street.

Jim died in Buderim, in 1961 at the age of 79 and Connie died in Buderim in 1974 at the age of 80.
Both William and Constance were buried at Buderim Cemetery.
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Cyril John Guy (1887-1955). In November 1916 (and on

many other occasions) the Nambour Chronicle carried an C. J. GUY,
advertisement for ‘C.J. Guy Authorised Surveyor.” Cyril AUTHORIBED SURVEYOR,
was the first surveyor in the Maroochy Shire. He had a JUNCTION ROAD,
successful surveying business initially in Nambour and EAGLE JUNCTION.

district in 1913, He then carried out large classification Phone ALBION 1468.

surveys for the West Australian Government from 1929 t0 | i cleswse of surréys undertaken.
1932. After returning to Queensland, he was appointed to the

State Survey Office. During the War he was engaged in emergency military mapping. He married
Maud Hill, and they had two sons, Mr C.C. Guy and Mr K.H. Guy. He died in Brisbane at the age
of 66.

Herbert Henry Simpson Guy (1888-1952). In August 1916
William Watt, the owner (and builder) of ‘Birdwood Boarding
House’ (also known as ‘Buderim House’) on Buderim, enlisted and
went away to war, but before leaving he sold his boarding house to
Herbert S. Guy (commonly known as ‘Bert’), who was a Buderim
land agent at that time. Bert married Mabel Grace Jessie Mitchell
on 16 June 1913. There is evidence that Bert and Mabel Guy were

managing the Buderim Boarding S

House in September 1916 and |
almost certainly well after that, H S GUY
probably up to September or LaND "‘"?lrﬁ"‘[f"“““"
October 1918. A photograph HLI]‘E.III‘H T

shows the store that Bert opened By o

: : on the eastern ground floor n':ﬁtn:’t_ h ::‘r PL;"' il '::13' -
Herbert and Mabel comer (see below). Note that | peetina. ol |
there is a sign outside the store | — ——- R

reading ‘car for hire’ which probably places the photograph at
about 1917 or 1918.

In 1918 Bert Guy put the business up
for sale and a group of local
businessmen formed the ‘Buderim
Boarding House Company’ and
purchased it, probably in October
1918, advertising that it was under
‘New Company Management’. In
November 1916 the Nambour
Chronicle carried an advertisement
for ‘H.S. Guy Land and Commission
Agent Buderim Mountain.” Herbert
died on 31 October 1952 and is
buried in the Mt  Thompson,
Memorial Gardens, Brisbane.

Harold Oscar Guy (1891-1976). Harold was the youngest son of William and Susan Guy. In
1918 Harold was accepted for military service and enlisted in the 9tth Infantry Battalion
Queensland Reinforcements and was sent to England for training and then to France. The War
ended and he saw no action, but contracted mumps, from which he recovered and returned to
Australia in 1919 and was discharged. Harold was a keen tennis player both before the War and
after he returned. He was described as a ‘dashing young man’ and was a jackaroo on his
grandfather’s station near Eidsvold. There he learned the management of cattle. For many years
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Harold managed the large ‘Victoria Downs’ Station near Charters Towers, commonly referred to as
‘the Big Run’.

In 1935 Harold married Monica Parker (1906-2015) no relation to the Parker family mentioned
previously. Monica’s family originally came from New Zealand, then the Darling Downs. She
came to Buderim with her family in 1919. Monica lived to 108. She was well known in the
Buderim community. Harold died in 1970 and was buried in the Buderim Cemetery. Monica died
in 2015. A celebration of Monica’s life was held at the Buderim Crematorium Chapel in April
2015.

FURTHER READING (most of the information used to write this story came from the sources
listed below or cited in the text)

Cronin, Helene OAM, 2015, Buderim’s Great War Effort 1914-1918, and its Living War Memorial,
written and published by Helene Cronin, Buderim, hcronin@bigpond.com, see Harold Oscar Guy,
pages 235-237.

Cronin, Helene OAM , 2019, Timber — Trams — Turmoil, a History of Buderim and its Tramway,
written and published by Helene Cronin, for the Buderim - Palmwoods Heritage Tramway Inc.
Several pages of this massive book of 642 pages include relevant material, in particular pages 66 to
68: The Second Selector William Henry Guy.

Gardiner, Fiona, 29 April 2016, Heritage Recommendation 650027, Recommend to Not Enter this
place in the Queensland Heritage Register as a State Heritage Place, 10-14 Guy Avenue, Buderim
4556, Sunshine Coast Regional Council, 14 pages. (Includes much of the early history of the first
Guys at Buderim).

Monica Guy, 18 February 1985, Interview with Monica Guy by Susan Binnand, oral interview,
transcribed by Colyn Boulon for Sunshine Coast Libraries: Monica Guy oral history - part one
[MP3 29MB]; Monica Guy oral history - part two [MP3 29MB], Transcript: 15 pages in which
Monica tells the story of her life and the Guys.

THANKS
Thankyou to Steve Ormerod for assistance, particularly in re-sizing the included photographs in this
paper.
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